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Q. 1. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Pidgins and Creoles
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-35, Page No. 239,

‘Pidgins and Creoles’.
(b) Difference between Monism and Dualism
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-41, Page No. 275,

‘Comparing Monism and Dualism’.
(c) The Co-operative Principle
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-32, Page No. 223, ‘Co-

operative Principle’.
(d) The characteristics of Human Language
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 3, ‘The

Characteristics of Human Language’.
(e) Define inflectional and synthetic language
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-8, Page No. 64, ‘Changes

in Old English’ and Page No. 69, Q. No. 1.
Q. 2. Critically review the changes that have

taken place in language planning from 1690’s to
1990’s and explain its importance in today’s times.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-31, Page No. 213-214,
‘History of Language Planning’ and Page No. 220,
Q. No. 2.

Q. 3. What is the difference between
generativists and the structuralists? In what ways
have the generativists made advancements on the

structuralists?
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 20, Q. No. 1.
Q. 4. What is the Binding Theory? Discuss (with

examples) its principles with reference to anaphor,
pronominal and other bound elements.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-24, Page No. 173, ‘The
Binding Theory’, Page No. 174, ‘Anaphors’ and Page
No. 175, ‘Pronominal Binding and Other Bound
Elements’.

Q. 5. How do we classify morphemes in English?
Explain with examples to draw the distinction
between: (a) Free and bound and (b) Grammatical
and lexical.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-32, Page No. 132,
‘Introduction’ and ‘The Process of Word-Formation’.

Q. 6. Describe the English vowels and explain
how they are different from consonants.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-13, Page No. 107,
Q. No. 2.

Q. 7. Explain the process of standardization with
reference to the consequence of implementing this
process.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-29, Page No. 200, ‘The
Process of Standardization’ and Page No. 201, ‘The
Consequences of Standardization’.
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Note: Answer Question No. 1 which is compulsory and any other four questions from Q. Nos. 2 to 7. All
questions carry equal marks.
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Q. 1. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Post-independence Language Policy
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-38, Page No. 262,

‘Post-Independence Language Policy’.
(b) Phrase Structure Rules in Early

Transformational Grammar
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 19,

‘Transformational Generative Grammar 1957 Model’.
(c) Variation Studies : New York City : William

Labov
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-26, Page No. 188,

‘Variation Studies’.
(d) Degrees of Prominence
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-14, Page No. 113,

‘Degree of Prominence’.
Q. 2. Critically evaluate the role of English as a

second language in the Indian context. Explain
whether its extensive usage has led to negative
attitudes towards Indian language or diminished
the functionality of Indian language.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-38, Page No. 263,
‘Cline of Bilingualism’ and Page No. 266. Q. No. 3.

Q. 3. Distinguish between Dialect and Idiolect,
with suitable examples.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-39, Page No. 268,
‘Dialect’ and Chapter-35, Page No. 241, Q. No. 1.

Q. 4. Explain the function of Intonation in English
language.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-15, Page No. 119,
‘Introduction’ and ‘The Forms of Intonation’.

Q. 5. What do you understand by the term
“Conversational Analysis”? Why is it important for
anyone to have this knowledge? What are the basic
principles involved in it?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-32, Page No. 222,
‘Introduction’ and ‘The Structure of Conversation’ and
Page No. 223, ‘The Cooperative Principle’.

Q. 6. What are the factors which influenced
English spelling through the ages? Explain it with
suitable examples.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 51,
Q. No. 3 and Q. No. 1.

Q. 7. Explain the relationship between linguistics
and literary criticism, with relevant examples.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-40, Page No. 271,
‘Linguistics and Literary Criticism’.

  
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What is Language? Before we try and understand
the answer of this question, let us first understand that
why this question is important. Charles F Hockett, an
American linguist, declared language to be, “the most
valuable single possession of the human race”. No
doubt, that ability to use language is one basic
distinction between human and other species of animal.
The intensity and importance of language can alone be
analysed by Humboldt’s statement–man is man through
the use of language alone. Life must be extremely
difficult, if not impossible, without the use of language,
but it is so immersed in our lives that we do not care to
think about it. We completely ignore the fact that
language plays an extremely important role in the way
the world exists today.

 Let us try to go deep into the term language and
see how it has been defined by various people in
different ways.

The word ‘language’ has been derived from the
Latin word ‘lingua’ meaning tongue. The etymology of

ASPECTS OF
LANGUAGE

WHAT IS LANGUAGE?

1

the word suggests involvement of tongue. It is somewhat
true but not completely. An intense study of language
would say that is something more than just the use of
tongue. Since language became the object of study by
ancient grammarians, it has had many definitions. Let’s
have a look on the various ways it has been defined.

“Language is that system by which sounds and
meaning are related”.

(V. Fromkin and R. Rodman, An Introduction to
Language, 1974)

“Language is the most sophisticated and versatile
means available to human beings for the communication
of meaning.” (Brown, 1984)

“Language is purely human and non-instinctive
method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires
by means of voluntarily produced symbols.”

(Sapir, 1921)
“Language is the institution whereby humans

communicate and interact with each other by means of
habitually used oral-auditory arbitrary symbols.”

(Hall, 1964)
“A language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols

by means of which the members of society interact in
terms of their total culture.” (Trager, 1949)

“Language is a patterned system of arbitrary sound
signals, characterised by structure dependence,

www.neerajbooks.com
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2 / NEERAJ : ASPECTS OF LANGUAGE

creativity, displacement, duality, and cultural trans-
mission.” (Aitchison, 1987)

“Language is a system of sounds, words, patterns,
etc. used by humans to communicate thoughts and
feelings.” (Oxford Advance Learners’ Dictionary, 1989)

With all the definitions mentioned above, one thing
is clear that language is a medium for expression of
feelings, thoughts, desire, emotion, etc. or in other words
a system for encoding and decoding information. Now
it becomes important for us to know that how and why
language originated. It would be interesting to know
that there are various different theories that try to explain
the origination of language. Let us have a look at some
of those.

In linguistics, the origin of language is known as
glottogony; a technical term derived from the Greek
roots of the same word. It refers to the ‘genesis of
language’ or better put it as the ‘evolution of language’.
So when did the language begin? It is an intriguing
question and we may not find a completely satisfying
answer to this question. There are many theories that
try to explain the origin of language and some of those
have traditional amusing names.

The Divine Source Theory: According to this
theory the language has been provided to humans by a
divine source. As there are different religions the divine
source varies across the world. According to Christian
belief, God after creating the world created Adam and
“whatsoever Adam called every living creature that was
the name thereof” (Genesis, 2:19). According to Hindu
mythology the language came from goddess Saraswati,
wife of Brahma, creator of universe. For Egyptians it
came from Thoth, for Babylonians the source was Nabu,
and for Muslims it was Allah. The tower of Babel story
says: “Because the Lord did there confound the language
of all the earth and from thence did the Lord scatter
them abroad upon the face of all the earth (Genesis
II: 9). It is an interesting fact that almost every religion
in the world has a story to say about the origin of
language. Some experiments were also done to justify
the existence of this theory, but these attempts proved
to be futile.

The Natural Sound Source Theory: This theory
believes that the human language evolved from the
natural sound we hear or make. There are further
divisions in this theory as natural sounds are infinite in

numbers. Thus the two famous theories are “bow-wow
theory” and “yo-heave-ho” theory.

“Bow-Wow” Theory: This theory suggests the
formation of words by imitating (echoing) natural
sounds – also known as onomatopoeia – like bow wow,
cawcaw, cuckoo, buzz, hiss, rattle, screech, etc. But it
failed to give a logical explanation about the origin of
the names of soundless objects – wood, stone – abstract
ideas – truth, happiness, after all language is not simply
a set of words used to identify an object or a thing, it is
more complicated than that. Another argument against
this theory says that language also impacts the way we
hear and imitate natural sounds,  for example, in English
a rooster crows ‘cock-a-doodle-doo’; in Hindi ‘kuk-ru-
ka-roo’ and in German ‘kikeriki’.

“Yo-Heave-Ho” Theory: According to this theory
the language evolved from the sounds made by person
involved in physical efforts – grunts, groan, and swear
words – indicating that language developed in social
context. But again it fails to explain the various other
aspects of language development. Apes have grunts and
social call, but they did not develop the capacity to
speech.

The Pooh-Pooh Theory: The English naturalist
Charles Darwin (1809-1882) believed that human
language developed from instinctive cries that human
made to express emotions, such as fear, anger, pleasure,
and pain. In 1871, in his book ‘Descent of Man’, Darwin
first suggested this idea. According to him like human
himself, his language evolved from the expression of
emotion. For example, a feeling of contempt is expressed
by puffing of air out through the nostrils or the mouth
and the results are the sounds like “pooh” or “pish”.
The critics of Darwin, with disgust, called this theory –
the Pooh- pooh theory.

The Ding-Dong Theory: It was the famous linguist
Max Muller, a contemporary of Darwin, who proposed
the ding-dong theory. According to Muller there is a
mysterious correspondence between sounds and
meanings. Small, sharp, high things tend to have words
with high front vowels in many languages, while big,
round, low things tend to have round back vowels!  This
is often referred to as sound symbolism. According to
him, the primitive elements of language were but reflex
expression of human being induced by sensory
impression. The most primitive words would therefore
be phonetic types rung out from the organism of the
first man or men when struck with an idea.

www.neerajbooks.com
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THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE / 3

So, it might be clear now that it is impossible to
trace the origin of language. Another issue that intriguing
in nature is how often language was invented. Perhaps
it was invented once, by our earliest ancestors — perhaps
the first who had whatever genetic and physiological
properties needed to make complex sounds and organise
them into strings.  This is called monogenesis.  Or
perhaps it was invented many times — polygenesis —
by many people. We can try to reconstruct earlier forms
of language, but we can only go so far before cycles of
change obliterate any possibility of reconstruction. 
Many say we can only go back perhaps 10,000 years
before the trail goes cold. So, perhaps we will simply
never know. But we can always guess the reason for its
invention. The language must have evolved due to
following reasons:

(a) For passing through factual information and
command, or in other words, information
talking.

(b) For expression of thoughts, emotions and
feelings.

(c) For maintaining social circle on friendly level,
also called as ‘phatic’ communication.

(d) For aesthetic purpose like poetry.
(e) For psychological reasons like relieving

nervous tension.
To understand language better, let us have a look

on its different characteristics.

It might be difficult to decide what we want to put in
the category of language. For example, can we say that
an angry barking dog has language? Or when a trained
ape tries to imitate signs from human sign language, do
we call that language? The communication of dog and
ape may have some, but not all, of the characteristics of
human language. Let’s try and compare human language
with animals and find out some interesting similarities
and dissimilarities between the two.

Use of Sound Signals: The most obvious
characteristic of human language is the use of sounds.
But this obvious characteristic is not unique to human
being and neither it is very important in human language.
It is not unique because it is not only human, but most
of the species of animal use sounds as means of
communication. And it is not important because there
are other means of communication available to human
beings, which do not require use of sounds signal, like

use of visual signs as in case of sign language or in case
of writing, use of tactile symbols as used in Braille. So
this characteristic is not very helpful in the making of
human language or to say not very human in nature, as
far as language is concerned.

Arbitrariness: A less definable characteristic of
human language is its arbitrariness, which takes several
forms. There is no necessary connection between the
object and the word that represents it. A rose could be
called a sorp and smell as sweet. Different languages
indeed call the same object by different names. English
rose may indeed be rose in French, but it is bara in
Japanese and warda in Arabic. The connection between
objects and words is largely arbitrary. If looked closely,
it is not difficult to find that human language is also
arbitrary in that, it depends on small set of sounds that
do not have meaning in them. The sounds /b/, /a/ and /g/
do not have any meaning separately; the question that
what does the /a/ means cannot be answered by
explaining what /a/ is. It produces some meaning only
when it is combined with the other sounds of English to
get /bag/ (bag) or /gab/ (gab). A sound alone has no
meaning, but when it combines with other sounds to
form a word, it makes sense and has a meaning.

Human languages have the set of words which are
open-ended, formed from a strictly limited set of
components, whether phonemes, gestures, or letters. The
fact that these symbols are themselves meaningless and
arbitrary allows them to generate a vast stock of words.
Though Roman alphabet vary slightly from one language
to another, their 26 letters can encode, not only all the
words in the Oxford English Dictionary, say, but all the
words in the dictionaries of French, Italian, Malaysian,
etc., as well, with a handful of additional symbols.
Arbitrariness of the actual phonemes or letters is a highly
useful characteristic that gives language its infinite
flexibility, unlike the total rigidity of animal systems.

In case of animals the case does not appear to be
the same. There seems to be apparently clear relation
between the signs used and the message an animal
wishes to convey. Animal language in a sense have
limited list of words, like those Konrad Lorenz found
in crows. In animal communication, a ‘word’ is an entity
of its own. Each of the monkeys’ cries has a distinctive
meaning, same in the case of ‘snake’, ‘eagle’ and so on.
They cannot be further divided into small set of
meaningless components like phonemes. Animals seem
to have a dictionary consisting of a limited number of
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signs. It is interesting to know that in case of animals,
language appears to be genetically inbuilt and the
possibility of learning a language is minimised. As in
case of bees – bee-dancing is used by the bee colonies
across the world to provide the information about the
source of nectar. And we do understand that there is no
means that the bees across the globe would pass on the
information about bee-dancing to each other, we must
agree that they are born with this.

Learning, however, plays an important role in
human language. A child brought up in isolation might
not be able to acquire any language and thus would not
be able to speak sense. Human beings need enough
exposure to language in order to learn it, in other words
human language in conditioned by environment. The
statement is right, but not completely right. One of the
pioneers in the field of psycholinguistics, Noam
Chomsky says that certain aspects of linguistic
knowledge and ability are the product of a universally
innate ability or “language acquisition device” (LAD)
that enables each normal child to construct a systematic
grammar and generate phrases. This theory makes an
interesting claim to account for the fact that children
acquire language skills more rapidly than other skills,
usually mastering most of the rules by the age of four.
Here one thing is worth noticing that a child born in
India would not master the rules of French by the age of
four, until he is in a society where people prefer to speak
French. This further suggests that environment play
noticeable role in shaping and molding the innate ability
what Chomsky says as ‘LAD’.

 Displacement: Displacement is a unique
characteristic of human language that discriminates it
from animal’s way of communication. Displacement
simply refers to the ability to communicate about what
is not present. As human language is capable of
displacement, man is able to transmit thoughts about
things that cannot be directly perceived. It is true that
bees can refer to the presence of pollen at a distance
and sometimes even around barriers such as mountains.
However, the dance of the honey, bee tells the onlooker
bees exactly how to travel to reach the pollen source.
We can call this procedural displacement, but not
referential displacement. Human language uses
referential displacement. First, we are able to refer to
objects that are not physically present. We can talk about
“the camp stove” even when that camp stove is in a
camp that is on the other side of the hill. Second, we

can locate objects in positions that we cannot see. We
can talk about “the pot on top of the camp stove” which
then locates the pot by referring to a position that is
determined with reference to an object that we cannot
see. Third, we can refer to events that are not currently
happening. So we can say that “The water in the pot on
top of the camp stove boiled over” and just be referring
to something we saw several hours ago. Or we can refer
to events that might happen in some possible world of
the future when we say “The water in the pot on top of
the camp stove might boil over, if we turn up the gas
too high.” The honeybee, however, cannot speak about
where the best source of pollen was a week ago or where
it might be tomorrow.

Creativity: Creativity of human language is again
a distinguishing factor from animals. Scientific
researches on animals have proved that most of the
animals are not able to speak something new. A North
American cicada can only pass on four messages and a
male grasshopper can pass only six. The same goes for
the dolphins, bird and other animals. Human, however,
are able to speak whatever they want. There is not any
limitation. Human can utter those sounds and words that
they have never heard, or perhaps will never hear. Thus
we see that creativity has got an important role to play
in human language.

Duality or Double Articulation: Double
articulation is a fascinating linguistic phenomenon, as
it describes that how language has ability to describe
anything and everything in world. Duality or double
articulation refers to the way in which a stream of
language can be divided into units that have meaning in
themselves, which further can be divided into
meaningless sound units. According to linguist André
Martinet, language can be broken down in smaller units
in two levels:

First, a sentence can be broken down into minimal
meaningful units called morphemes. Minimal
meaningful units are usually words, or parts of words.
For example, ‘worker’ contains two morphemes: ‘work’
and ‘-er’.

Second, a morpheme can be further divided in
minimal phonological units, which have no meaning.
Minimal phonological units are called phonemes, and
they often correspond to letters in English, but not
always. The morpheme ‘letter’ contains 6 letters and
only 4 phonemes, because ‘tt’ is pronounced as one t
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