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Q. 1. Explain with reference to the context any
four of the following:

(a) It little profits that an idle king,
By this still hearth, among these

barren crags,
Match’d with an aged wife, I meet and dole
Unequal laws into a savage race,
That hoard, and sleep, and feed,

and know not me.
Ans. Context: These are the opening lines from

Alfred, Lord Tennyson's ‘Ulysses’.
Explanation: The aging king Ulysses reflects on

the futility of his current existence. As an "idle king,"
he feels useless, spending his days beside a "still hearth"
in his kingdom, which he compares to "barren crags" –
suggesting stagnation and desolation. His marriage to
an "aged wife" mirrors his own aging and declining
vitality. Ulysses expresses dissatisfaction with his role,
where he merely enforces "unequal laws" among a
"savage race," likely his people, who he describes as
ignorant and unappreciative, "hoard, and sleep, and feed,
and know not me." The lines reveal Ulysses' internal
struggle with aging, inactivity, and a yearning for the
adventurous life he once led. He feels disconnected from
his subjects and from the heroic identity that once
defined him, highlighting his desire for purpose beyond
the confines of his kingdom.

(b) There she weaves by night and day
A magic web with colours gay
She has heard a whisper say,
A curse is on her if she stay
To look down to Camelot.

Ans. Context: These lines are from Alfred, Lord
Tennyson's poem ‘The Lady of Shalott’.

Explanation: The Lady lives in isolation, weaving
a "magic web with colours gay" within a tower,
forbidden from directly looking at the outside world.
She can only view the bustling life of Camelot through
a mirror's reflection, as a mysterious curse hangs over
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her, forbidding her from gazing directly at the world.
The "whisper" she hears reminds her of the consequence:
if she dares to look down at Camelot, the curse will
take effect. The constant weaving, "by night and day,"
symbolizes her confined existence, bound to an endless
task with no direct connection to life outside her tower.
The lines reflect her inner conflict, as she longs for
engagement with the world yet is trapped by the fear of
the curse. This tension between desire and restriction
underscores her tragic isolation and fate.

(c) That’s my last Duchess painted on the wall,
Looking as if she were alive. I call
That piece a wonder, now;

Fra Pandoff’s hands
Worked busily a day, and there she stands.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-12, Page No. 105, Q. No. 4.
(d) O born in days when wits were fresh

and clear,
And life ran gaily as the sparking Thames.
Before this strange disease of modern life,
With its sick hurry, its divided aims,
It’s head Oertax’d, it palsied hearts,

was rife—
Fly hence, our contact fear.

Context: These lines are taken from poem ‘The
Scholar Gypsy’ by Mathew Arnold-II.

Explanation: Arnold in these stanzas points out
the contrast between the life of the scholar gypsy and
that of modern man. England had become more city
based and industrialized and people had lost faith in
religion as a result of Darwin’s theory of evolution which
said that man is descended from the ape. The scholar
gypsy knew nothing of this. Hence he had no doubts.

All men are waiting and all suffer and it is only one
among the many who manages to somehow get a little
of what he wants. The Scholar Gypsy lays bare his soul –
of how he suffered and strived; his sad experiences, his
misery and his growth and how the little he gained has
eased his hurt and pain a bit. The Scholar Gypsy lived
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in an age when life was pure and uncomplicated and
free and clear like the waters of sparkling Thames.

He gives an apt description of modern life – with
it’s hustle and bustle and it’s goals which keep changing;
where hearts and heads are overburdened by tension,
worry and ambition which weakens him.

(e) Lizzie met her at the gate
Full of wise upbraidings:
“Dear, you should not stay so late,
Twilight is not good maidens,
Should not loiter in the glen
In the haunts of goblin men.

Ans. Context: These lines are from Christina
Rossetti's narrative poem ‘Goblin Market’.

Explanation: It depicts Lizzie's concern for her
sister, Laura, who has stayed out late and fallen under
the spell of the goblin men. Lizzie, the more prudent
sister, confronts Laura at the gate, offering "wise
upbraidings" about her dangerous actions. She warns
Laura against lingering in the glen at twilight, a time
associated with mystery and danger, especially for
"maidens," emphasising that virtuous women should
avoid such temptations. The "goblin men" symbolise
corrupting influences or societal dangers that can lure
the innocent into peril. Lizzie's advice reflects themes
of temptation, innocence, and the dangers of succumbing
to desire. Her protective nature contrasts with Laura's
earlier recklessness, setting up Lizzie as a figure of
wisdom and self-control. The lines foreshadow the
consequences of Laura's actions and Lizzie's later
heroism in rescuing her sister from the goblins' sinister
grasp.

(f) Glory be to God for dappled things—
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout

that swim,
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls, finches wings,

Ans. Context: These lines are taken from Pied
Beauty by Gerard Manley Hopkins.

Explanation: ‘Pied Beauty’ is a happy poem. It is
a hymn of creation and praises the creator by praising
his creation. It glorifies the things that are either ‘pied’
or spotted. The poet takes it as a manifestation of God’s
creativity. Hopkins gives a vivid sketch of some objects
and their patterns as examples of this kind of beauty.

The poem starts with a eulogy of the creator: “Glory
be to God for dappled things”. The poet then mentions
things which are dappled or spotted such as the sky that
is dappled at dawn, with blotches of blue colour splashed
against pale white, the contrast has been described as

“couple-colour”. It reminds him of “brinded cow” or
“brindled” or “piebald” cow, whose hide is again a
contrast of brown against white. The trout fish also has
its body painted (stippled) with rose coloured moles.
The next image is of a chestnut. Its meaty interior cradled
within its hard shell smoulders brilliance like coals in a
fire, black on the outside, but glowing within as it splits
and falls. Finches the tiny birds are multi-coloured
usually with specks on their wings; and the landscape
of a farmland, enclosed in patches, forms a pattern.

Answer the following Questions:
Q. 2. How has Dickens represented the French

revolution in his novel ‘A Tale of Two Cities’? Give
a reasoned answer.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 27, Q. No. 13.
Or

Describe in detail the role of Mme. Defarge in
‘A Tale of Two Cities’.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 22, ‘Dicken’s
Representation of the Revolution’ and ‘The
Revolutionaries in a Tale of Two Cities’.

Q. 3. What character traits of Henchard and
Susan are highlighted by the incident where
Henchard sells his wife in ‘The Mayor of
Casterbridge’?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter 6, Page No. 54, Q. No. 1.
and  Chapter-5, Page No. 45, ‘Seeds of Tragedy’ and
‘Our Response to the Wife-Sale’.

Or
Background plays a major role in the novel ‘The

Mayor of Casterbridge’. Do you agree ? Give reasons
for your answer.

Ans. In Thomas Hardy’s ‘The Mayor of
Casterbridge’, the background-both physical and social-
plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative, characters,
and themes of the novel. The setting of Casterbridge, a
fictional town based on Dorchester in Hardy's Wessex,
is not just a passive backdrop but an active force that
influences the events and decisions of the characters,
particularly the tragic life of the protagonist, Michael
Henchard. The social and historical context, as well as
the physical landscape of the town, significantly impact
the characters’ fates, underscoring Hardy’s belief in
determinism and the inevitable influence of one's
environment on human life.

First, the physical landscape of Casterbridge is
crucial to the mood and tone of the novel. Hardy’s
detailed descriptions of the town’s streets, market
squares, and rural surroundings create a vivid sense of
place that reflects the characters’ inner lives.
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A Tale of Two Cities has three books. Book I begins
with the journey of Mr. Jarvis Lorry, an English banker,
and young girl Lucie Manette from England to Paris.
In Paris, they meet her father Dr. Edward Manette,
whom she has never seen before. Dr. Edward was
released after 18 years of solitary confinement. He is
withdrawn and confused. Book II covers a period of
approximately nine years. It begins five years after the
release of Dr. Manette, and ends with the onset of the
Revolution and Charles Darnay’s return to France soon
after. The greater part of this book is set in London and
centres around the residence of Dr. Manette in the Soho
district. Lucie Manette is wooed by three men and she
accepts Charles Darnay. This book presents the sins of
the aristocracy, especially of the attitude and actions
of the Marquis d’ Evremonde (uncle of Charles
Darnay), his murder, and the consequences of the act.
Book III presents the pattern of violence and counter-
violence, turning them into an autonomous process as
if destined by some impersonal Fate rather than by
human agents. The triangular love-plot is resolved with
the sacrificial death of Carton. The novel ends with an
optimistic vision.

CHARLES DICKENS: LIFE AND WORKS
Charles Dickens, one of the greatest novelists, was

born in 1812 at Portsea, England. He wrote fourteen

1Introduction: A Tale of Two Cities

novels and numerous other works. He is one of the few
widely read classics. His experience with poverty during
his childhood and the trauma he faced made him write
on various social issues afflicting the Victorian society.
Dickens was just eleven and family circumstances forced
him to leave school and find employment in a blacking
factory. His father was sent to the debtors’ prison in
Marshalsea. These happenings had an impact on him.
Charles could resume schooling after his father was
released. He started working as clerk in a law firm. He
later became a legal reporter, and subsequently, due to
his skill in shorthand, a newspaper reporter of
parliamentary proceedings. As a journalist, he wrote
many short descriptive “sketches” of city life, which
were so popular that they were collected into a book,
entitled Sketches by Boz (1843). Boz was the pen name
Dickens used.

His first novel Pickwick Papers, originally intended
to serve merely as the text to accompany the sporting
plates of the famous artist Seymour, but Dickens
published it as his own book due to the former’s death.
Later Dickens wrote: Oliver Twist, The Old Curiosity
Shop, and Nicholas Nickleby between 1837 and 1841.
In his early novels, Dickens flay various contemporary
social evils and called for their reform. Barnaby Rudge
(1841) is a historical novel. Another historical novel, A
Tale of Two Cities, came much later. In 1842, he visited
America with his wife Catherine Hogarth and wrote
American Notes (1848), based on the visit. Martin
Chuzzlewit (1844), Christmas Carol (1843), Dombey
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and Sons (1848), and auto-biographical David
Copperfield (1850) were written during the middle
period.

His greatest novels – Bleak House (1853), Hard
Times (1854), and Little Dorrit (1857), Great
Expectations (1861) and Our Mutual Friend (1865),
came later. In these novels, he dealt with the issue
of the “Condition of England” with a satirical
representation various institutions including the court
of Chancery, the “Circumlocution Office”, the factory
system, the class system, the great financial schemes
and money systems, and middleclass philistinism
and jingoism. In 1859, he wrote A Tale of Two Cities.
At the height of his success, in 1858, he started to give
public readings from his books, which were very
popular. He died after a stroke in 1870. He was buried
in Westminster Abbey in the Poets’ Corner.
A TALE OF TWO CITIES: BACKGROUND

When Queen Victoria was ruler of England during
the Victorian age, Dickens wrote his novels. The period
saw great social change. The two Reform Bills of 1832
and 1867 gave franchise to working class men in
response to movements like Chartism, which made
demands for greater democratic participation in the
government. Several other legislations in areas like
factory reform, public health, wages, education, divorce
and inheritance for women, trade and agriculture were
passed.

The reform measures in England followed the
revolutionary movements in the rest of Europe,
particularly France. Dickens also campaigned for
reforms like many other Victorian thinkers. The
Victorian age – especially after the 1850s – saw rapid
industrialization, imperial expansion and population
increase. Many writers like Carlyle, Ruskin, Dickens
and Morris directed their social criticism towards the
materialism, the continuing economic and social
disparities, the philistinism and the aggressive temper
of the age, though these writers simultaneously shared
the contemporary belief in progress.

Dickens both celebrated and criticized the period.
For instance, for him the coming of the railways in
Dombey and Son are both a sign of progress as well as
a threat posed by change. In A Tale of Two Cities, he
writers, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times”.
A TALE OF TWO CITIES IN RELATION TO
DICKENS’ OTHER WORKS

A Tale of Two Cities has some typical characteristics
of Dickens’ novels.

Dickens’ Portrayal of Women
Chief women characters in A Tale of Two Cities

follow the same pattern as in Dickens’ many other
novels. The heroines are not among his major character
creations. They are Victorian stereotype woman – the
“angel in the house.” They are good homemakers, good
wives, daughters and mothers. They are always patient,
submissive and acceptably “feminine”. Lucie Manette
in A Tale of Two Cities is a typical Dickens heroine. She
is deprecatingly described by Sidney Carton as a
“golden-haired doll”. Agnes in David Copperfield is also
an example. Florence Dombey (Dombey and Son),
Esther Summerson (Bleak House) and Amy Dorrit
(Little Dorrit) have similar characteristics.

In contrast to the “fair” heroines, Dickens’ novels
also have “dark” women who are passionate, vengeful,
and troublesome. She is an outsider, a criminal, a woman
with a past, or a foreigner. Mme. Defarge in A Tale of
Two Cities belongs to this category. Mme. Defarge is
different from other dark women because of her
commitment to the revolutionary cause. Mme. Defarge
is a highly talented. Her outstanding intellectual abilities
and organizational skills make her the natural leader
among the masses of St. Antoine. Dickens is afraid of
her commitment and her abilities.

Dickens disapproved work-oriented antidomestic
women, but the school-teacher Miss Blimber (Dombey
and Son) or the professional philanthropist Mrs. Jelleby
(Bleak House) are the only ones clearly satirized. In A
Tale of Two Cities, Mme Defarge has to be killed because
of the threat that she poses not just to domesticity but
also to the larger social organizations.
Theme of Burial and Resurrection

Death and resurrection, with the associated concept
of death-in-life, are key themes in A Tale of Two Cities.
Dr. Manette, deeply traumatized by eighteen years of
imprisonment, a form of “burial” alive, is a major focus
of the novel. These irders are also found in his other
novels. In Great Expectations, Miss Havisham refuses
to emerge from her self-imposed burial, and becomes a
warped and unhealthy. In Our Mutual Friend, the theme
of resurrection is explored most fully. The hero, John
Harmon, believed dead, is in fact rescued, and assumes
another name and identity in his “resurrected” life. It
allowed Dickens to explore questions of human identity
through such devices and psychological case studies as
the “double”, the schizophrenic, and the obsessive. In
A Tale of Two Cities, the famous “twins” Sydney Carton
and Charles Darnay are anticipated and developed in
other Dickens’ novels. Pip, the hero of Great
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Expectations, and Orlick, the villain, are aspects of a
single person. Similarly, Eugene Wraybum and Bradley
Headstone in Our Mutual Friend, are united by their
mutual, antagonism and their love for the same woman.
Dickens and the Revolution

Dickens criticised every institution of the English
state, but was apprehensive about the prospect of a
revolutionary upsurge in England. During the 1830s,
when Dickens started writing, the prospect of a
revolution in England was very real. The country’s
economy was extremely unstable, and the living
conditions of the working classes unbearable.
Consecutive waves of working class agitations
culminated in the Chartist movement. Like many of his
reform-minded contemporaries, Dickens also played up
that the government had failed badly in providing the
working classes with even the minimum decencies of
life. He believed in the deeply entrenched middle-class
image of any form of plebian uprising as anarchic and
mindlessly violent. In The Chimes, Dickens presents
with great details the process by which one of the
characters Will Fern is driven to total penury. Dickens
highlights the anarchic, destructive dimensions of
agitations when Fern speaks of participating in an
uprising against an oppressive state. In A Tale of Two
Cities, Dickens turned to the happenings in France.
Dickens could project the French revolution as a mad
orgy of bloodletting without any anxiety.
A Tale of Two Cities and Dickens’ Later Novels

A Tale of Two Cities differs from the other novels
of Dickens’ later period in one fundamental sense – his
later works refuse to rest contented with “progress”, and
continue to expose to radical scrutiny the vital
institutions of the Age of Improvement – its laws,
bureaucracy, stock market, and great metropolitan city.
The period, during which Dickens wrote his later novels,
is called the “Age of Improvement” or “The Age of
Progress”. The period started around 1850 and saw
sustained economic growth, social and political stability,
and rising standards of living for the majority. A Tale of
Two Cities is deficient in two important respects. First,
the world of A Tale of Two Cities lacks the social density
of Dombey and Son or Little Doritt and is incapable of
providing Dickens with the context where his social
imagination might find full expression. A Tale of Two
Cities has nothing that can compare with Dickens’
treatment of the railway in Dombey and Son, or the idea
of gentlemanliness in Great Expectations. Unlike
Dombey and Son, Bleak House, Little Dorrit, Great
Expectation or Our Mutual Friend, which are deeply,

fundamentally critical of the society of which they are a
product, A Tale of Two Cities is imbued with a very
uncharacteristic sense of smugness. Thus, if the idea of
“Englishness” is an object of contempt in Our Mutual
Friend, in A Tale of Two Cities it is portrayed as an
orderly and moderate mindset whose virtues are
highlighted by the anarchic excesses of France.

Q. 1. Which event in his life affected Dickens
greatly?

Ans. His childhood suffering after his father was
sent to jail due to debt had a great impact on Dickens.
At the age of eleven, family circumstances forced him
to leave school and find employment in a blacking
factory. He could not forget the humiliation of sinking
into the working – class so suddenly, or the betrayal at
being left to fend for himself. The deep sympathy of the
child, and the protest against social injustices that we
find in his work were because of his childhood trauma.

Q. 2. List a few of Dickens’ major novels.
Ans. Charles Dickens wrote fourteen novels and

numerous other works. His first novel was Pickwick
Papers. Later Oliver Twist, The Old Curiosity Shop,
and Nicholas Nickleby were written between 1837 and
1841. Barnaby Rudge was also published in 1841.
Another historical novel, A Tale of Two Cities, came
much later. In 1842, after his visit to America, he wrote
American Notes (1848). In his middle age, he wrote
Martin Chuzzlewit (1844), Christmas Carol (1843),
Dombey and Sons (1848), and auto-biographical David
Copperfield (1850). His greatest novels – Bleak House
(1853), Hard Times (1854), and Little Dorrit (1857),
Great Expectations (1861) and Our Mutual Friend
(1865), came later. In 1859, he wrote A Tale of Two Cities.

Q. 3. Identify two important aspects of the
Victorian period described in the chapter.

Ans. The Victorian period saw great social change.
Several other legislations were passed. The two Reform
Bills of 1832 and 1867 gave franchise to working class
men in response to movements like Chartism, which
made demands for greater democratic participation in
the government. Reforms in factory, public health,
wages, education, divorce and inheritance for women,
trade and agriculture were introduced. The reform
measures in England followed the revolutionary
movements in the rest of Europe, particularly France.
The Victorian period – especially after the 1850s – also
saw rapid industrialization, imperial expansion and
population increase.
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Q. 4. What is Dickens’ relation to the period in
which he wrote?

Ans. As the period saw reforms in various field
after the revolutionary movements in the rest of Europe,
particularly France, writers like Dickens also
campaigned for reforms. Dickens and many other
writers directed their social criticism towards the
materialism, economic and social disparities,
philistinism and aggressive temper of the age. They
simultaneously shared the contemporary belief in
progress. Dickens also celebrated and criticized the
period. For example, for him the coming of the railways
in Dombey and Son are both a sign of progress as well
as a threat posed by change.

Q. 5. What are the two contrasted types of
women characters found in Dickens’ novels, and how
can you relate the central female figures in A Tale of
Two Cities to them?

Ans. “Fair” heroines and “dark” women are the
two different types of women characters found in
Dickens’ novels. Lucie Manette in A Tale of Two Cities
is a typical Dickens fair heroine. She is deprecatingly
described by Sidney Carton as a “golden-haired doll”.
She is a Victorian stereotype woman – the “angel in the
house.” She is a good homemaker, good wife, daughter
and mother. She is patient, submissive and acceptably
“feminine”. In contrast, the “dark” women are
passionate, vengeful, and troublesome. They are
outsiders, criminals, women with a past, or foreigners.
Mme Defarge in A Tale of Two Cities belongs to this
category.

Q. 6. Relate the theme of burial and resurrection
in A Tale of Two Cities to its use in some of Dickens’
other novels.

Ans. Death and resurrection is a major theme in A
Tale of Two Cities. Dr. Manette is a form of “burial”
alive. He was deeply traumatized by eighteen years of
imprisonment. He is a major focus of the novel. In Our
Mutual Friend, the theme of resurrection is also
explored. The hero, John Harmon, believed dead, is in
fact rescued, and assumes another name and identity in
his “resurrected” life. In A Tale of Two Cities, the famous
“twins” Sydney Carton and Charles Darnay are
anticipated and developed in other Dickens’ novels. Pip,
the hero of Great Expectations, and Orlick, the villain,
are aspects of a single person. Eugene Wraybum and
Bradley Headstone in Our Mutual Friend are united by
their mutual, antagonism and their love for the same
woman.

Q. 1. A Tale of Two Cities has:
(a) Two books (b) Three books
(c) Four books (d) Five books
Ans. (b) Three books.
Q. 2. Book I of A Tale of Two Cities begins with:
(a) New York (b) Du
(a) The journey of young girl Lucie Manette from

Paris to England.
(b) The journey of Mr. Jarvis Lorry, an English

banker, and young girl Lucie Manette from
England to Paris.

(c) Dr. Edward’s release after eighteen years of
solitary confinement.

(d) None of these.
Ans. (b) The journey of Mr. Jarvis Lorry, an English

banker, and young girl Lucie Manette from England to
Paris.

Q. 3. Book II of A Tale of Two Cities:
(a) Covers a period of approximately nine years
(b) Begins five years after the release of

Dr. Manette
(c) Ends with the onset of the Revolution and

Charles Darnay’s return to France soon after
(d) All of these.
Ans. (d) All of these.
Q. 4. Charles Dickens was born:
(a) In 1812 (b) At Portsea, England.
(c) Both (a) and (b) (d) None of these
Ans. (c) Both (a) and (b).
Q. 5. Which of the following is not true about

Dickens?
(a) He was just eleven and family circumstances

forced him to leave school and find employment
in a blacking factory.

(b) His father was sent to the debtors’ prison in
Marshalsea.

(c) He could resume schooling after his father was
released from jail.

(d) He started working as a teacher in a school.
Ans. (d) He started working as a teacher in a school.
Q. 6. Which was Dickens’s first novel?
(a) Pickwick Papers (b) Bleak House
(c) Hard Times (d) Little Dorrit
Ans. (a) Pickwick Papers.
Q. 7. Which of the following is a historical novel?
(a) Barnaby Rudge (b) Bleak House
(c) Hard Times (d) Little Dorrit
Ans. (a) Barnaby Rudge.
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