
MRP ` 400/-

Chapter Wise Reference Book
Including Many Solved Sample Papers

Based on

I.G.N.O.U.
& Various Central, State & Other Open Universities

NEERAJ®

(Publishers of Educational Books)

NEERAJ 
PUBLICATIONS

E-mail : info@neerajbooks.com     Website : www.neerajbooks.com

1507, First Floor, Nai Sarak, Delhi - 6   |   Mob.: 8510009872, 8510009878

Retail Sales Office:

M.E.C.-109
Research Methods Research Methods 

in Economicsin Economics
Research Methods 

in Economics

By: Harish Arora



© Copyright Reserved with the Publishers only.

Published by:

Typesetting by: Competent Computers ,  Printed at:  Novelty Printing Press

Disclaimer/T&C
1.  For the best & up-to-date study & results, please prefer the recommended textbooks/study material only.
2.  This book is just a Guide Book/Reference Book published by NEERAJ PUBLICATIONS based on the suggested syllabus by a 

particular Board/University. 
3. These books are prepared by the author for the help, guidance and reference of the student to get an idea of how he/she can 

study easily in a short time duration. Content matter & Sample answers given in this Book may be Seen as the 
Guide/Reference Material only. Neither the publisher nor the author or seller will be responsible for any damage or loss due 
to any mistake, error or discrepancy as we do not claim the Accuracy of these Solutions/Answers. Any Omission or Error is 
highly regretted though every care has been taken while preparing, printing, composing and proofreading of these Books. As 
all the Composing, Printing, Publishing and Proof Reading, etc., are done by Human only and chances of Human Error could 
not be denied. Any mistake, error or discrepancy noted may be brought to the publishers notice which shall be taken care of in 
the next edition and thereafter as a good gesture by our company he/she would be provided the rectified Book free of cost. 
Please consult your Teacher/Tutor or refer to the prescribed & recommended study material of the university/board/institute/ 
Govt. of India Publication or notification if you have any doubts or confusions regarding any information, data, concept, 
results, etc. before you appear in the exam or Prepare your Assignments before submitting to the University/Board/Institute.

4.  In case of any dispute whatsoever the maximum anybody can claim against NEERAJ PUBLICATIONS is just  for the price of the 
Book. 

5. The number of questions in NEERAJ study materials are indicative of general scope and design of the question paper. 
6.  Any type of ONLINE Sale/Resale of "NEERAJ BOOKS" published by "NEERAJ PUBLICATIONS" in Printed Book format 

(Hard Copy), Soft Copy, E-book on any Website, Web Portals, any Social Media Platforms – Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Telegram, LinkedIn etc. and also on any Online Shopping Sites, like – Amazon, Flipkart, eBay, Snapdeal, Meesho, 
Kindle, etc., is strictly not permitted without prior written permission from NEERAJ PUBLICATIONS. Any such online sale 
activity of any NEERAJ BOOK in Printed Book format (Hard Copy), Soft Copy, E-book format by an Individual, Company, 
Dealer, Bookseller, Book Trader or Distributor will be termed as ILLEGAL SALE of NEERAJ BOOKS and will invite legal 
action against the offenders.

7. The User agrees Not to reproduce, duplicate, copy, sell, resell or exploit for any commercial purposes, any portion of these 
Books without the written permission of the publisher. This book or part thereof cannot be translated or reproduced in any 
form (except for review or criticism) without the written permission of the publishers.

8. All material prewritten or custom written is intended for the sole purpose of research and exemplary purposes only. We 
encourage you to use our material as a research and study aid only. Plagiarism is a crime, and we condone such behaviour. 
Please use our material responsibly.

9.  All matters, terms & disputes are subject to Delhi Jurisdiction only. 

Get books by Post & Pay Cash on Delivery :

If you want to Buy NEERAJ  BOOKS by post then please order your complete requirement at our Website 
www.neerajbooks.com where you can select your Required NEERAJ BOOKS after seeing the Details of the 
Course, Subject, Printed Price & the Cover-pages (Title) of  NEERAJ  BOOKS.

While placing your Order at our Website www.neerajbooks.com You may also avail the “Special Discount 
Schemes” being offered at our Official website www.neerajbooks.com.

No need to pay in advance as you may pay “Cash on Delivery” (All The Payment including the Price of the 
Book & the Postal Charges, etc.)  are to be Paid to the Delivery Person at the time when You take the Delivery of 
the Books & they shall Pass the Value of the Goods to us. We usually dispatch the books Nearly within 2-3 days 
after we receive your order and it takes Nearly 3-4 days in the postal service to reach your Destination (In total it 
take nearly 6-7 days).

(Publishers of Educational Books)

NEERAJ 
PUBLICATIONS

E-mail : info@neerajbooks.com     Website : www.neerajbooks.com

Retail Sales Office: 1507, First Floor, Nai Sarak, Delhi - 6   |   Mob.: 8510009872, 8510009878

Reprint Edition with Updation of Sample Question Paper Only



BLOCK-I : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY : ISSUES AND PERSPECTIVES

1. Research Methodology : Conceptual Foundation .................................................. 1

2. Approaches to Scientific Knowledge : Positivism and Post Positivism ..... 9

3. Models of Scientific Explanation  ....................................................................................... 17

4. Debates on Models of Explanation in Economics   ............................................... 25

5. Foundations of Qualitative Research: Interpretativism and Critical ............. 33

Theory Paradigm

BLOCK-II : RESEARCH DESIGN AND MEASUREMENT

6. Research Design and Mixed Methods Research .................................................... 41

7. Data Collection and Sampling Design  .......................................................................... 49

8. Measurement and Scaling Techniques .......................................................................... 62

Content

RESEARCH METHODS IN ECONOMICS

Question Paper–June-2023 (Solved) ....................................................................................................... 1-2

Question Paper–December-2022 (Solved) ............................................................................................... 1-2

Question Paper—Exam Held in March-2022 (Solved) ............................................................................. 1-2

Question Paper—Exam Held in August-2021 (Solved) ............................................................................ 1-2

Question Paper—Exam Held in February-2021 (Solved) ......................................................................... 1-2

Question Paper—June-2019 ( Solved ) .................................................................................................... 1-2

Question Paper—December-2018 ( Solved ) ........................................................................................... 1-2

Question Paper—June-2018 ( Solved ) .................................................................................................... 1-2

Question Paper—December-2017 ( Solved ) ........................................................................................... 1-3

Question Paper—June-2017 ( Solved ) .................................................................................................... 1-3

S.No. Chapterwise Reference Book Page



BLOCK-III : QUANTITATIVE METHODS–I

9. Two Variable Regression Models ................................................................................... 70

10. Multivariable Regression Models  .................................................................................. 84

11. Measures of Inequality .......................................................................................................... 93

12. Construction of Composite Index in Social Sciences ....................................... 107

BLOCK-IV : QUANTITATIVE METHODS-II

13. Multivariate Analysis: Factor Analysis ......................................................................... 124

14. Canonical Correlation Analysis ........................................................................................ 135

15. Cluster Analysis ......................................................................................................................... 144

16. Correspondence Analysis ................................................................................................... 153

17. Structural Equation Modeling  .......................................................................................... 163

BLOCK-V : QUALITATIVE METHODS

18. Participatory Method .............................................................................................................. 180

19. Content Analysis ....................................................................................................................... 190

20. Action Research  ....................................................................................................................... 199

BLOCK-VI : DATABASE OF INDIAN ECONOMY

21. Macro-Variable Data : National Income, Saving and Investment  ............ 213

22. Agricultural and Industrial Data  ...................................................................................... 228

23. Trade and Finance .................................................................................................................. 244

24. Social Sector ............................................................................................................................... 253



S.No. Chapterwise Reference Book Page



Sample Preview

of the

Solved

Sample Question

Papers

Published by:

NEERAJ

PUBLICATIONS
www.neerajbooks.com



SECTION-A
Note: Attempt the following questions:
Q. 1. What is the role of philosophical

perspectives in guiding research methodology of a
study? Discuss in detail with an suitable example.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 9, ‘Positivists
Philosophy of Science’, Page No. 10, ‘Karl Popper’s
Philosophy of Science’ and Page No. 12, ‘Thomas
Kuhn’s Philosophy of Science’.

Q. 2. What are the criticisms of Hypothetico-
Deductive model to the structure of a theory?
Discuss.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 19,
‘Hypothetico-Deductive Model’ and Chapter-2, Page
No. 15, Q. No. 7 and Page No. 12, ‘Criticism Against
Karl Popper’s Philosophy of Science’.

Q. 3. Explain research design for a mixed-
method research with an example.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 43, ‘Mixed
Methods’, Page No. 44, ‘The Rationale for Mixed
Methods Research’, ‘Form of Mixed Methods Research
Design’ and Page No. 48, Q. No. 9.

Q. 4. How is canonical Correlation Analysis a
generalization of Multiple Regression Analysis?
Explain.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-14, Page No. 135, ‘Canonical
Correlation Analysis (CCA)’, ‘Concept and Meaning’
Page No. 136, ‘Cononical Correlation Analysis as
Generalization of the Multiple Regression Analysis’.

SECTION-B
Note: Answer the following questions from this

Section:
Q. 5. Discuss the criteria for evaluating

measurements in research.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-8, Page No. 63, ‘Criterion

for Good Measurement’.

Q. 6. Discuss how Sen’s inequality index is a
generalization of Atkinson’s index.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-11, Page No. 98, ‘Atkinson
Index’ and Page No. 99, Sen Index’.

Q. 7. State the data sources of National Income
and its related aggregates.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-21, Page No. 216, ‘Estimates
of National Income’ and ‘Related Macro Economic
Aggregates’.

Q. 8. Which quantitative methods can be used
for reduction of dimensionality? Briefly discuss any
two.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-16, Page No. 155, ‘Reduction
of Dimensionality’.

Also Add: There are several dimensionality
reduction methods that can be used with different types
of data for different requirements.

Factor Analysis (FA) and Principal Component
Analysis (PCA) are both dimensionality reduction
techniques. The main objective of Factor Analysis is
not to just reduce the dimensionality of the data. Factor
Analysis is a useful approach to find latent variables
which are not directly measured in a single variable but
rather inferred from other variables in the dataset. These
latent variables are called factors.

Linear Discriminant Analysis (LDA) is typically
used for multi-class classification. It can also be used
as a dimensionality reduction technique. LDA best
separates or discriminates (hence the name LDA)
training instances by their classes. The major difference
between LDA and PCA is that LDA finds a linear
combination of input features that optimizes class
separability while PCA attempts to find a set of
uncorrelated components of maximum variance in a
dataset. Another key difference between the two is that
PCA is an unsupervised algorithm whereas LDA is a
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supervised algorithm where it takes class labels into
account.

Q. 9. Using a suitable example, discuss the
advantages and disadvantages of Action Research.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-20, Page No. 209, Q. No. 2
and Page No. 208, ‘Advantages and Disadvantages of
Action Research’.

Q. 10. Which method is practically more reliable
among participant and non-participant
observations? Give reasons in support of your
answer.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-18, Page No. 180, ‘Methods
of Participatory Research Observation Method’ and
Page No. 186, Q. No. 3.

Q. 11. Outline the steps for constructing a
composite index using Range Equalisation method.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-12, Page No. 107, ‘Steps in
Constructing Composite Index’ and Page No. 110,
‘Range Equalization Method’.

Q. 12. Differentiate between the following:
(i) Descriptive and Explanatory Research
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 41, ‘Descriptive

and Explanatory Research’.
(ii) Census and Sample
Ans. A census enquiry is one in which all the units

connected with the problem are taken into account, while
in sample enquiry only some selected representative
units are studied.

Therefore, when data are collected of all the units
of a population, that method of data collection is known
as census method whereas when data is collected for
some selected units, then this method is called sample
method of data collection.

(iii) Semi-log and Reciprocal models
Ans. Semi-Log Model: One of the common forms

of semi-log regression models is the so-called growth
rate model. The model is expressed as:

log Y =  – t – U
In this model the dependent variable is expressed

in log, whereas, the independent variable is the time
period, and it is measured in absolute term. Since, log
operator is applied only to the left hand side of the
equation, the model is called the semi-log model. In
this model, the slope coefficient  is a measure of the
proportional change in the dependent variable for a unit
change in the time period. Thus it measures the growth
rate of the dependent variable.

Reciprocal Model: In the reciprocal model, the
dependent variable is regressed on the reciprocal of the
independent variable. Its functional from is:

Y =  + 
1

X
 + U

Although the model is non-linear in variables
(because the power of X is –1), it is linear in parameter.
Hence, it can be estimated by the OLS method. The
model has an important characteristic. As the
independent variable X increases.

Indefinitely, the term 
1

X
approaches zero, being

a constant.
(iv) Narratives and Oral History
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-18, Page No. 182,

‘Narratives’ and ‘Oral History’.
(v) Retroduction and Abduction
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 7, Q. No. 3.
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Research Methodology : Conceptual Foundation

Research has played an important role in all the
fields of human life. Its function in various fields of
economics, especially applied economics has been
increasing exceptionally. Research is an aid to the
economic policy, it helps the policy makers to have
knowledge about the complicated nature of the
economy and to solve operational and planning related
problems of business and industry.  Research is a source
of providing policy suggestions to various business,
government and social organisations. It is, therefore,
very important for an economist to understand different
techniques of collection of data, tools/methods of
analysing data in a systematic manner and arriving at
conclusions. This chapter focuses its attention on
different parts/steps of the research methodology,
research techniques, data types/sources, etc., and also
to know as to which type of research approach can be
applied to any particular situation, how a research is
designed.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND ITS
CONSTITUENTS

Research means a search or detailed study to get
new information/facts. It means a search again for
improvement of knowledge, a process of understanding
inter relationship among the facts and the extent to
which these facts adhere to the natural laws governing
them. There are three different elements of a Research
Process, viz., research methodology, research methods
and tools/techniques.

Research methodology has the following three
elements:

 Orientation (basic aims/beliefs) to guide logics
of the research,

 Tools and techniques of data collection, and
 Methods of data analysis.

Research methods include research techniques/
tools.  Research techniques mean the practical aspects
of data collection, organisation and analysis. Various
tools include questionnaire, schedules, diaries, check
lists, maps, photos/drawings, etc., used in collection/
organisation/analysis of data.  It is not possible to collect
data systematically without having sufficient knowledge
of the techniques of data collection. Data analysis
requires understanding of the perspective with which
the research is being conducted and a sound knowledge
of statistical techniques for efficient analysis of the data.
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

Theoretical perspectives are the theories of
knowledge lying within the philosophy of social
science, having paradigm as its main idea (key concept).

Paradigm: It is a model or a belief system, a
thought pattern which guides research and practice. It
consists of:

 A philosophy of science that makes certain
assumptions about the core issues relating to
the nature and characteristics of a reality
(ontology–study of being alive/existing) as-
well-as the theory of knowledge concerning
how can we know the things that exist
(epistemology);

 The theoretical framework, world view
(A comprehensive view of the world/human life)
guiding the research and practices in the field;
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 System of methods to be used for information/

data collection/data analysis in order to work

within the paradigm.

There are the following four world views in social

sciences in the context of research approaches:

 Positivism and Post Positivism;

 Critical Theory;

 Interpretivism;

 Pragmatism.

These paradigms differ on the question of reality,

give different reasons/purposes of doing research, use

different tools for collecting data, contain different ways

of getting results from the data collected and they also

differ about the relationship between research and

practice.

Paradigms are classified into the following three

categories:

Realism: It starts by assuming that there is a real

world and the main objective research is to understand

the world.

Constructivism: It starts by assuming that

everybody has distinct experiences/beliefs and no

reality exists outside these perceptions.

Pragmatism: It considers realism and construc-

tivism as two alternative ways to understand the world

but it thinks that the questions on the nature of reality

are less important than the questions about the results

of the actions.

The above view-points help researcher in making

meaningful choices in respect of :

 The research problem;

 The research questions to investigate the

problem;

 Appropriate strategies to find answers to the

research questions;

 Approaches to social enquiry that go along with

the strategies;

 Theory directing the investigation;

 The sources, forms/type of data;

 Data collection/data analysis methods.

APPROACHES TO SOCIAL ENQUIRY
Two approaches are used in conducting research

in social sciences viz. quantitative and qualitative

approach. The studies conducted in positivism/post
positivism/realism use quantitative approaches. In
quantitative research, the emphasis is on making general
theories which can be applied universally and well
controlled procedures along with a large number of
cases are followed in this type of research.  But research
studies conducted in critical theory and interpretivism
paradigms are qualitative. The qualitative studies use
induction as a research strategy using flexible designs
and try to find out meaning/interpretation on the basis
of close contact between the researchers and the people
studied.  This research comprises procedures which put
together the inductive, subjective and contextual
approaches.

Another approach that is being used in social
enquiries by combining both quantitative and
qualitative approaches is known as mixed methods.
Classification of Quantitative Approach

1. Inferential Approach: Here, a database is
created by survey method and an inference
(opinion) is drawn about the relationship of the
variables.

2. Experimental Approach: More control is
exercised in the research and some variables
are manipulated in order to know its effect on
other variables.

3. Simulation Approach: This method involves
creating an artificial environment, very close
to the real environment, for generating data/
other relevant information and a simulation is
run to show the behaviour of the process.

In qualitative approach, a subjective assessment
of the opinions/behaviour of the respondents is made
and its results are generated in a non-quantitative form
by using techniques as group discussions, projective
techniques, interviews, etc.

So, quantitative research is a systematic/scientific
investigation of the quantitative aspect of the
phenomenon with the objective of developing
mathematical models and theories. On the other hand,
qualitative research deals with qualities of the entities/
processes in order to examine/measure by experiments.
A comparative analysis of the two approaches is
summarised ahead:
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Typical Characteristic Quantitative Approach Qualitative Approach

Data collection methods Observations, questionnaire, Semi-structured interviews, group
schedule, structured interviews, etc. discussions, case studies, etc.

Type of questions Close ended, Mutiple choice questions. Open/loose ended questions.

Selection of respondents Representative sample of the population Maximum data desirable and
(N) selected by Random sample sample selection does not
selection, sample size on the basis of work as each respondent is
assumptions about the population. unique.

Timing of data analysis Data analysis done after its collection. Analysis keeps going parallel with
data collection.

Standard method of analysis Frequent use of Statistical Methods. Use of descriptive/mixed
methods for data analysis.

Importance/role of theories Existing theories are used as a A-priori deducted theories used
in analysis reference for departure, new on the data and process of analysis

theories are developed and new is deductive (drawing conclusions
concepts are studied. logically).

RESEARCH STRATEGIES
While conducting social research, four basic

strategies can be used, depending on the belief of the
researcher on the paradigm about the nature of reality,
as given here under:

Paradigm Research Strategy

Positivism Induction
Post positivism/Realism Deduction
Critical Realism Retroduction
Interpretativism Abduction

According to Lewis-Beck (2004), each of the
above mentioned research strategy has a different
starting point as given here under:

 Inductive Strategy starts with data collection,
then generalisation is made from them which
is used as elementary explanation.

 The Deductive Strategy starts with a theory
that gives a possible answer and the theory is
tested with reference to the problem by
collection of data.

 The Retroductive Strategy begins with a
hypothetical (assumed) model which can
explain about happening of the phenomenon.

 The Abductive Strategy starts by concepts
the areas of society relating to a research
problem.

RESEARCH PROCESS
Research process contains different steps that are

involved in carrying out the research.  Various steps of
research can be given as under:

1. Defining the Research problem;
2. Objectives of the research and questions;
3. Review of literature;
4. Formulation of Hypothesis;
5. Research Design;
6. Methods/sources/tools of data collection;
7. Data Analysis;
8. Report Writing.
The above steps/activities are not always in a given

sequence but they keep overlapping and are mutually
exclusive (cannot both occur, cannot exist/happen
together). The above mentioned steps involved in a
Research process are explained below:

1. Defining the Research Problem: Selecting/
defining research problem is very important and it is
the first step in this direction. The research problem
must be identified/defined and understood in clear
terms and only after that it can be narrowed down in
operational terms. The research problem should first
be clearly understood and then the problem can be
reworded meaningfully from the operational viewpoint.
Following points of the problem should be clearly
mentioned:

 Rationale/reason behind the problem and the
questions for which answers to be sought;
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 Aims/objectives or the research, along with
objective of the data to be collected, hypothesis
to be tested, data collection/analysis techniques
to be adopted;

 Research questions;
 Getting ideas by discussions and re-writing the

research problem into a practical statement.
Various steps followed in defining the research

problem include stating the problem generally,
understanding its nature and looking the literature
available.  Also, the following points should be kept in
mind while defining research problem:

 Defining all technical terms/phrases used;
 Clearly stating the basic assumptions;
 Statement of investigation be provided;
 Time line of the study be stated;
 Sources of data should be mentioned.

2. Review of Literature: This is done to get a
clear idea about the topic and to have knowledge about
availability of the data/materials about the research.
This helps us to know what is available and what is to
be searched. The two types of the literature reviewed
are: theory/conceptual literature and findings of other
studies in the area. Various Journals books, Government
Reports, etc., are the main sources of getting literature
and also the help of internet can be taken to know about
the available literature.

3. Formulation of Hypothesis: Hypothesis
(possible explanation for something not yet found to
be correct) can be formulated as a proposition/set of
propositions that provides most possible explanation
for happening of an event. It is tentative statement, yet
to be tested/confirmed and may be either accepted or
rejected by experiments. Hypothesis is the focus of the
research on which research methods are selected.
Therefore, a hypothesis must be very carefully
formulated. Proper thinking/discussions about the topic
and examining the data/material available help the
researcher in arriving at the hypothesis. Exploratory
research does not require hypothesis formulation.

4. Research Design: It is the blueprint according
to which collection, measurement and analysis of data
is conducted, a set of methods/procedures to be used
in the research and an overall strategy for integrating
various components of the study.

5. Collection of Data: Data can be primary data
(collected by the researcher) or secondary data (already
available/published). The two main techniques/
methods of data collection are:

(i) Census/survey and
(ii) Observation method.
Primary data can be obtained from the field by

observation, case study, interviews, etc. and by survey
(by using questionnaire containing specific questions
for extracting specific data from a group of people).

6. Analysis of Data: It is a process of organising
and inspecting data collected in a manner to get
conclusions there from. The various steps involved in
data analysis include categorization (classifying
responses obtained on the basis of research problem /
hypothesis), coding (grouping rows to facilitate
comparison), etc.

7. Report Writing: A Research Report must be
clear and original and it should be presented in such a
way that the readers can retain its contents and easily
understand the methodology/findings. Here, the
analytical ability and communication skills of the
research team are tested. The report contains the
following in two parts:

Preliminary Pages: It contains title of the study,
name(s) of research team members/Institution for which
conducted, preface with the context/key findings/
acknowledgement of sources.

The Main Text: It starts by major aspects of the
study organised in different chapters. The introductory
chapter includes objective of the study, its rationale, a
summary of the literature review, hypothesis tested and
definition of major concepts used, the methods adopted
in the study and the limitations. Thereafter, the main
text should contain the report properly arranged in
logical sequence, split into sections/sub-sections and
the inter connections between various sections so that
the report could be understood easily. At the end of the
report, the implications (conclusions drawn) of the
study containing the following should be mentioned:

 Inferences (opinion formed on the basis of
information) from the study and the conclusions
drawn relating clearly to the objective/
hypothesis already stated;

 The conditions which may restrict (limit) the
degree to which inferences drawn can be
generalised;

 Questions that remain unanswered and areas
where further research could be conducted;

 The Report may include an ‘Executive
Summary’ giving a brief picture of the complete
report. This is placed at the beginning of the
report to give an idea about the entire report.
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