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QUESTION PAPER

June — 2023
(Solved)

GLOBALISATION AND ENVIRONMENT

Time: 2 Hours ]

[ Maximum Marks: 50

Note: Attempt all questions. Marks for each question are indicated against it.

SECTION-I

Q. 1. (a) What are the causes and effects of the
depletion of Ozone layer of earth’s atmosphere?
Discuss two important global initiatives taken to
curb it.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 17,
‘Ozone Depletion’.

(b) What is ISO? Briefly explain the standards
provided by ISO.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-15, Page No. 108,
‘Environmental Standardization’.

Q. 2. (a) By giving suitable examples,
differentiate between the following:

(i) sudden disasters

(ii) insidious and continuing disasters

Also, explain the consequences of man-made
disasters.

Ans. Ref.: Sce Chapter-3, PageNo."15,
‘Man-made Disasters’.

(b) Write the full forms of the following:

(i) CPCB

Ans. Central Pollution Control Board.

(ii) WWF

Ans. World Wildlife Fund.

(iii) NEERI

Ans. National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute.

(iv) WIIL

Ans. Wildlife Institutue of India.

(v) CSE

Ans. Central Science and Environment.

Q. 3. (a) What is Rio declaration? State its
preamble and goal? Mention the main features of
Rio + 5 and Rio + 10 forums.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-5, Page No. 34,
Q. No. 2, Page No. 32, ‘Rio Declaration on

Environment and Development’ and ‘RIO+5’ and
‘RIO+6’.

(b) What are ‘Alternative Technologies’ Mention
some of its challenges. How is the government
encouraging use of these technologies?

Ans. Alternative technology is a term used to refer
to technologies that are more environmentally friendly
than the functionally equivalent technologies dominant
in current practice. The term was coined by Peter Harper,
one of the founders of the Centre for Alternative
Technology, North Wales, in Undercurrents (magazine)
in the 1970s. Some “alternative technologies” have in
the past or may in the future become widely adopted,
after which they might no longer be considered
“alternative.” For'example, the use of wind turbines to
produce electricity.

Also;-Ref.: See~Chapter-4; PagesNo. 24,
‘Technology Concerns’

Following are few of the Advantages of Alternative
Technology:

e Environmental benefits: Low or zero carbon
emission is without a doubt the main advantage
of alternative energy over fossil fuels. Solar and
wind power virtually produce zero carbon
emissions, while wood is providing a sustainable,
environmentally friendly and inexpensive energy
for heating, of course under condition that the
firewood is sourced in sustainably managed
forests and burned in efficient wood burning
stoves.

e Increased energy security: Fossil fuels are
unequally distributed and make the global
economy dependent on a few exporting
countries. Utilisation of alternative energy thus
significantly reduces dependence from the
international energy supplies which in turn
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increases energy security by providing a stable
and cost-effective energy supply.

e Sustainability: Unlike the traditional types of
energy which are non-renewable, alternative
forms of energy are renewable which means that
they offer sustainable and stable energy supply
in the long term. The Sun will not stop shining,
the wind will not stop blowing, trees that are
cut down for wood can easily be replaced, etc..

Q. 4. (a) State the role of Indian judiciary
towards protecting the environment. Illustrate
giving any fwo cases as examples.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-16, Page No. 121,
Q. No. 3.

(b) Define droughts. What are four different
classes of droughts? State any four impacts of
droughts.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 9,
‘Droughts’.

Q. 5. (a) Disucss three approaches to understand
the structure of NGOs. Briefly explain their
perspectives.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-10, Page No. 71,
‘Structure of NGOs’ and ‘Perspectives of NGOs’.

(b) Explain the controversies associated with
Enron Power Project in Nepal. Illustrate why this
project was opposed.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-12, Page No. 89,
‘Enron Power Project (Nepal)’

Q. 6. (a) State any four indicators of sustainable
human development. Explain how quality education
is essential for overall human development citing
thrust areas.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-4, Page No. 99,
‘Indicators of Sustainability of Food Security’, Page No.
104, Q. No. 3 and Page No. 102, ‘Human Research
Development’.

(b) Discuss the salient features of “Narmada
Bachao Andolan”.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-11, Page No. 80,
‘Narmada Bachao Andolan’ and Page No. 84, Q. No. 3,
(Narmada Bachao Andolan).

Q. 7. (a) State any two objectives of the World
Bank. Discuss briefly how ‘environmental
assessment’ helps in addressing environmental issues.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-7, Page No. 51,
‘World Bank’ and “World Bank’s Environmental Agenda
(IMF)’.

(b) Give a brief account of biodiversity of India.
Name the convention related to biodiversity and any
two of its main areas.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-13, Page No. 94,
‘India’s Role in Bio-diversity Protection’.

Q. 8. (a) Discuss the arguments why developing
countries opposed the adoption of a strong
environmental policy based on Stockholm
Conference and Rio Conference?

Ans._ Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 5,
Q. No. 2.

(b) Discuss the role of WTO_(World Trade
Organization) in the context of trade relations and
protecting global environment.

Ans. Ref.: ‘See Chapter-5, Page No. 31,
‘WTO’ and Chapter-8, Page No. 58, Q. No. 3.
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GLOBALIZATION
AND ENVIRONMENT

Environmental Dimensions of Globalization “

INTRODUCTION

The globalization has integrated environment
dimensions which have gained prominence in the
past few decades. Globalization has given a new
direction to the social, cultural, technological and
financial definitions. It signifies an approach to
environment and development issues in which the
requirement to satisfy human needs is balanced with
the capacity of.the environment to cope with the
consequences of economic development.

The relationship between environment and
development is an integral part of the social
environment. The environmental impact has been
assuming global proposition in biodiversity
degradation. The globalization has also defines the
sustainable development over a period of time. The
concept of sustainable development implies a fusion
of two imperatives: the right to develop, and the need
to sustain the environment. This concept denotes a
balance that brings environmental concepts into the
developmental process, and developmental matters
are placed in the ambit of environmental protection
efforts. In this chapter, we will study about the
globalization and its changing scenario, global
environment and intervention and the role of
sustainable development.

CHAPTER AT A GLANCE

CHANGING NATURE
OF THE GLOBALIZATION

Globalization has changed the definition of
trade, technology and financial system of economy.
Globalization can be defined as a policy that leads
to the opening up of economy to ensure unrestricted
flow of goods and services, capital, technology,
natural and human resources while transcending the
boundaries. The economic phase of ‘globalization
has begun in 1980, and it removes all the barriers
and rapidly increases the flow of trade, investment,
services and real estate across the borders. There is
a great impact of technology, trade and financial
capital on globalization today.
Role of Technology

Technological changes are the principal drivers
of globalization. Before, globalization, the trade and
technology were surrounding in limited area and thus,
the price of goods and services were very high. On
the contrary, the technology has resulted in
facilitating structural changes in industry. It brings
transformation of nature of goods and services
provided to the customer. For example, in 1930
the cost of three minute telephone call was costed
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245 dollar from New York to London, whereas it
fell up to 3 dollar in 1990s.
Role of Trade

Since 1980s the world trade had accelerated in
many folds. The growth of capital and funds flows
has been faster than the growth of world trade. The
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policy featured the
growth of investment which was substantial in big
bulk of investment flows among the developed
countries; the developing countries are increasingly
becoming the receipts of FDI. China recorded more
than 12 times higher FDI than India in 2004. India
is receiving the FDI from USA, Mauritius, Germany,
Japan, South Korea and others.
Role of Financial Capital

The globalization is characterized by the rapid
growth and development in financial market. Many
developed countries like USA, UK etc. are keen to
invest in developing countries like India, and China.
Therefore, in 1991, the Indian FDI policy was
liberalized and since 1980, the foreign collaboration
and investment is constantly increasing.
Global Climatic Change

It is essential to understand the relationship
between economic globalization with environment.
The global change is a long-term change in the
statistical distribution of weather patterns
over periods of time that range from decades to
millions of years. It may be a change in the average
weather conditions or a change in the distribution of’
weather events with respect to an average, for
example, greater or fewer extreme weather events.
Various gases affect the weather and climate of earth
and create changes in the atmosphere which create
stress mortality and diseases could increase as the
tropical habitat.
GLOBALIZATION AND ENVIRONMENT

Globalization brought about inter-
nationalization of economic activities, especially
with US and UK taking to greater interest in market
coordination during 1980s. Globalization has
increased the demand and supply of products across
the globe which resulted fast production and using
intensive techniques to meet the demand. They
perceive globalization as harmful to the

environment in many ways. In fact it kills the
natural resources and neglects the environment in
the same way.
Free Trade and Environment

Globalization emphasis on free trade across the
globe and hence, with increasing pressure from world
monetary and trade organizations many countries
succumbed to the pressure to liberalize their
economies. But there are many factors which directly
or indirectly perceive harmful effect on the
environment. The investment and globalization of
production has been emphasizing on fast growing
technology which leads to reduce the environment-
friendly technologies in many countries.
Terms of Trade and Environment

From environmental perspective, trade
liberali-zation can have a negative or a positive
effect on the environment. But the direct effects
of trade on the environment are very harmful, it is
very harmful for trade. In 1987, the Brundtland
Report, formally the World Commission on
Environment and Development (WCED), alerted
the world to the urgency of making progress
toward economic development without depleting
natural resources or harming the environment. The
commission was created to address growing
concern about the accelerating deterioration of
the human environment and natural resources and
the consequences of that deterioration for
economic and social development. The Brundtland
Report was primarily concerned with securing a
global equity, redistributing resources towards
poorer nations while encouraging their economic
growth. The report also suggested that equity,
growth and environmental maintenance are
simultaneously possible and that each country is
capable of achieving its full economic potential
while at the same time enhancing its resource
base. There are instances of extensive
environmental destruction unleashed by the
corporate culture.
Environmental Standards

The WTO (World Trade Organization) provides
the platform on which trade relations, among
members, evolve through collective debate,
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negotiation and adjudication. The principal focus
of the WTO’s work on trade and environment is
contained in the Uruguay Round Final Act, under
which ministers adopted a decision on trade and
environment that called for the establishment of the
Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE) and
outlined its work programme. There is a need to
review both international trade and global
environmental laws and agreements in the interests
of both developing countries and advanced countries.
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL
INTERVENTIONS

Globalization and Sustainable Development

Globalization is focusing on the economic and
social development. Sustainable development is
defined as development that meets the needs of the
present generation without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs. Under
this definition development is not just limited to
economic growth but is made to encompass
environmental protection, and an equitable
distribution of wealth and resources with the goal of
improving and raising the standards and quality of
living for everyone. The concept of sustainable
development was advanced for the first time in the
Brundtland Report of 1987. It emphasizes the links
between development and environmental problems,
and promotes the need for political and economic
changes locally, regionally and globally to-tackle
these problems. Sustainable development implies a
concern about the (a) relationship between resources
use, population growth and technological
development; (b) production and distribution of
resources of food, energy, and industry amongst the
developing and developed countries; (¢) uneven
development and imbalances between the rich and
the poor nations and (d) environmental degradation
and ecological disaster.

The development practices followed the world
over during the globalization era marked by a high
level of market competitiveness often seemed to
follow unsustainable development practices. The
most important dimensions of the current phase of
economic globalization are the breaking down of
national economic barriers; international spread of

ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSIONS OF GLOBALIZATION /3

trade, financial and production activities and the
growing power of transnational corporations and
international financial institutions. On the other hand,
the social dimension of globalization refers to the
impact of globalization on the life and work of
people, on their families and their societies.
Globalization and Large Scale Disruption

of Ecosystems

Anything around an organism is its environment.
Environment includes light, temperature, water, soil
and other organisms. An interacting system is formed
by the physical environment and living organisms.
The study of the inter-relationships of organisms with
one another and with the environment is called
‘Ecology’. The inter-relationships and interactions
result in an output. Thus a natural system, which
exhibits input-output mechanism, is formed. This is
referred to as an eco-system.

The cause of large scale disruption of eco-system
is climate change and damage of eco-system. We
have already studied in this chapter that how the
climate changes can damage the eco-system of our
plants. The present phase of globalization shows that
large scale agriculture which causes deforestation
of forests or degradation of land.

Some Global Environmental Initiatives

The current process of globalization is said to
aim to achieve economic efficiency through
competitiveness, while seeking the broader
objectives of economic and social development. It
touches all spheres of human life; economic, social,
cultural, political and environmental.

Globalization has resulted environmental
devastation, social displacement, wiping out of
cultural and biological diversity.

In 1992, the UNCED had taken remarkable
decisions for evolving a blueprint for the 21st century.
Recognizing the importance of bio-diversity for the
survival of life, including humans life on earth, the
convention on biological diversity was convened in
1992, and among other things, it reaffirmed sovereign
rights of status over their natural resources and agreed
to establish a fund through Global Environmental
Facility (GEF).
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In context of globalization, WTO (World Trade
Organization) was also formulated. The stated aim
of WTO is to provide a global decision-making
structure of setting and enforcing rules in relation to
international trade. The main functions of WTO
include administering trade agreements; maintaining
a forum for trade negotiations; handling trade
disputes; monitoring national trade policies; technical
assistance and training for developing countries; and
cooperation with other international organizations.
WTO became an important player in regulating
global trade. The emergence and effectiveness of
World Environment Organization would depend
upon the power of public mobilization against the
adverse environment impact of the present
globalization.

SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

Q. 1. What is globalization? What are the
effects of globalization on environment?

Ans. Globalization is altering the global
environment. Globalization has given a new direction
to the social, cultural, technological and financial
definitions. The globalization has impacts on the
environment and sustainable development in a wide
variety of ways. It fosters economic growth and
cooperative institutions, both necessary in the long
run to manage the global environment.
Globalization involves multiple and complex sets
of overlapping processes. It is accelerating the
destructive process of too many people consuming
too many natural resources without any concern for
equality or justice.

Global warming and ozone level depletion are
examples of global environmental degradation; acid
rain and the state of oceans in several countries are
of international concern and the more local impacts
are due to air and water pollution, soil degradation,
deforestation etc. On the one side, globalization
creates an impact on the environment, on the other
side, an environment impacts the pace, direction and
quality of globalization. This happens because
environmental resources provide the fuel for
economic globalization, but also because our social
and policy responses to global environmental

challenges constrain and influence the context in
which globalization happens.

The externalities associated with globalization
have also had a global impact on the environment, a
new set of global ‘bads’ have been produced, e.g.,
global warming, depletion of ozone layer, etc.
Environmental degradation threatens the very
existence of human beings. The link between the
environment and economic development may be
more complex than that, however. In fact, in many
ways, protecting the environment and promoting
economic growth are complementary goals. This
happens because environmental resources provide
the fuel for economic globalization, but also because
our social and policy responses to global
environmental challenges constrain and influence the
context in which globalization happens.

Globalization has signified approach to the
environment and development issues in which the
requirement to satisfy human needs is balanced with
the capacity of the environment to cope with the
consequences of economic development. There is a
great impact of technology, trade and financial capital
on environment because of globalization

Role of Technology: The technology brings
transformation in nature of goods and services
provided to the customer. In other words, it is the
principal driver of globalization. The technology has
resulted in facilitating structural changes in industry.
Whereas, prior to globalization, the trade and
technology were surrounding in limited area and thus
the price of goods and services were very high.

Role of Trade: The growth of capital and funds
flow has been faster than the growth of world trade.
Since 1980s the developing countries are
increasingly becoming the receipts of foreign direct
investment. Similarly, the world trade had accelerated
in many folds because of globalization. The foreign
direct investment policy featured the growth of
investment which was substantial in big bulk of
investment flows among the developed countries.

Global Change: The global change is a long-
term change in the statistical distribution of weather
patterns over period of time that range from decades
to millions of years. It is essential to understand the
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