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URBANISATION IN INDIA

Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100

Note: Answer any five questions. Attempt at least two questions from each section. All questions
carry equal marks.

June – 2023
(Solved)

SECTION-I
Q. 1. What do you understand by the term

‘urban history’? Why do we need to study urban
history through the lenses of many disciplines?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 3, Q. No. 3,
Page No. 2, ‘Urbanism as an Interdisciplinary Project’,
‘Urbanism and Comparative Method’ and
‘Historiography of Urbanism’.

Q. 2. Discuss the notions of cities in ancient
Indian texts.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-13, Page No. 65,
‘Representation of Cities in the Arthashastra’ and Page
No. 67, ‘City in Tripitaka and Dharmasutras’.

Q. 3. Discuss the process of urbanisation under
the Delhi Sultans.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-17, Page No. 87, ‘Process
of Urbanisation’.

Q. 4. To what extent does the spatial layout of
the city of Vijayanagara reflect the high level of
urbanisation.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-20, Page No. 112, Q. No.
3, Page No. 109, ‘The City: Layout, Buildings and
Architecture’.

Q. 5. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Harappa cities as viewed and studied by

Archaeologists.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 7, Q. No. 3.
(b) Spaces around the cities
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-12, Page No. 61, ‘Spaces

Around the City’.
(c) Bhir mound
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-14, Page No. 71, ‘Bhir

Mound’.
(d) De-urbanisation in the post-Gupta period
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-15, Page No. 81, Q. No. 2

and Q. No. 3.

SECTION-II
Q. 6. Critically examine the spatial character-

istics of Mughal cities.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-22, Page No. 124, Q. No.

1 and Page No. 122, ‘Landscape’.
Q. 7. Discuss the growth of Dacca in the 18th

century.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-30, Page No. 158, ‘Dacca’.
Q. 8. Discuss the reconfiguration of urban

administration in Lahore between the seventeenth
and nineteenth centuries.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-31, Page No. 167, Q. No.
5 and Page No. 165, ‘Lahore’.

Q. 9. “Can colonial cities rightly be understood
as divided cities?” Comment.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-34, Page No. 178,
Q. No. 3 and Page No. 179, Q. No. 4.

Q. 10. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Bidar
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-18, Page No. 100, ‘Bidar’.
Also Add: The architecture at Bidar extensively

used both the local basalt and laterite stones,
conscientiously chosen for different functions and
effects. Lime mortars and plasters, along with rubble
masonry are extensively used where dressed stone is
not required. Bidar is one of the few locations in the
Deccan, where the use of polychromatic glazed tiles
for decoration on the exteriors of buildings can be seen.
The architecture is dominated by Persian art forms.

(b) Colonial built heritage of Lucknow
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-32, Page No. 170,

‘The Colonial Built Heritage’.
(c) Railway towns
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-33, Page No. 174,

‘Railways and Railways Towns’.
(d) Improvement trusts
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-38, Page No. 192,

‘The Mixed Results of Improvement Trusts’.
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URBANISATION IN INDIA

Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100

Note: Answer any five questions. Attempt at least two questions from each section. All questions carry
equal marks.

December – 2022
(Solved)

SECTION-I
Q. 1. What are the approaches to the study of

medieval towns?
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 13, Q. No. 1, Q.

No. 2, Q. No. 3 and Q. No. 5.
Q. 2. Discuss the layout of the city of Mohenjodaro.

Do you agree that Mohenjodaro represents a typical
Harappan city in terms of layout?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-9, Page No. 38, ‘Layout’
and Page No. 40, Q. No. 1 and Q. No. 2.

Q. 3. Mention the chief characteristics of early
historic urban centres in the Ganga Valley during 500
BCE to 500 CE.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-10, Page No. 48, Q. No. 6.
Q. 4. Describe the process of urbanisation under

the Delhi Sultans.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-17, Page No. 87, ‘Process

of Urbanisation’.
Q. 5. Write short notes on the following:
(a) The Janapadas
Ans.The word janapada literally means the land

where the jana set its foot and settled down.
Archaeologists have excavated a number of settlements
in these janapadas, such as Purana Qila in Delhi,
Hastinapura near Meerut and Atranjikhera, near Etah
(the last two are in Uttar Pradesh). They found that
people lived in huts, and kept cattle as well as other
animals.

The janas were originally semi-nomadic pastoral
communities, but gradually came to be associated with
specific territories as they became less mobile. Various
kulas (clans) developed within the jana, each with its
own chief. Gradually, the necessities of defence and
warfare prompted the janas to form military groupings

headed by janapadins (Kshatriya warriors). This model
ultimately evolved into the establishment of political
units known as the janapadas.

While some of the janas evolved into their own
janapadas, others appear to have mixed together to
form a common Janapada. According to the political
scientist Sudama Misra, the name of the Panchala
janapada suggests that it was a fusion of five (pancha)
janas.Some janas (such as Aja and Mutiba) mentioned
in the earliest texts do not find a mention in the later
texts. Misra theorizes that these smaller janas were
conquered by and assimilated into the larger janas.
Janapadas were gradually dissolved around 500 BCE.
Their disestablishment can be attributed to the rise of
imperial powers (such as Magadha) within India, as
well as foreign invasions (such as those by the Persians
and the Greeks) in the north-western South Asia.

(b) The Kushana city at Sirsukh
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-14, Page No. 73, ‘The

Kushan City at Sirsukh’.
(c) The medieval city of Jaunpur
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-8, Page No. 93, ‘Jaunpur’.
(d) The temple town of Kanchipuram
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-19, Page No. 140, ‘Case

Study: Kanchipuram’.
SECTION-II

Q. 6. Compare Agra, Fatehpur Sikri and
Shahjahanabad as Mughal capital cities.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-25, Page No. 138, Q. No. 3.
Q. 7. Trace the emergence and development of

Cochin as a part city and a political capital.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-29, Page No. 192, ‘Cochin’.
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