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Q. 1. Critically comment on the following
passages with reference to the context:

(a) It is not in time that my death shall be
known:
It is out of time that my decision is taken
If you call that a decision
To which my whole being gives entire
consent
I give my life to the Law of God above the
Law of Man.

Ans. Ans. These lines are from T. S. Eliot’s Murder
in the Cathedral.

Context: For Becket, the spiritual trumps the
temporal. This allegiance to the spiritual also serves
Eliot’s purpose of portraying Becket as a transcendent
individual whose death achieves a transcendent purpose.

Comment: Becket says that it is not in time that
his death shall be known. ‘It is out of time that my
decision is taken, If you call that decision To which my
whole being gives entire consent’. These prevent Becket
from becoming the very kind of utilitarian, pragmatic
individual he is condemning-the kind of individual that
the Fourth Tempter in Part I enticed him to become.
Becket does not, out of pride or shrewd calculation, set
out to die a martyr’s death in order to achieve something.
Martyrdom is no crass means to an end, which may or
may not be good or evil-after all, as Becket states, “good
and evil in the end become confounded”.

(b) But, you see, I was the only one who cared
His family were embarrassed by the whole
business. Embarrassed and irritated...we
all of us waited for him to die. Every time I
sat on the edge of his will you believe
antiquity? Records?

Ans. Ans. These lines are from John Osberne’s
Look Back in Anger.

Context:  This is amonologue spoken by Jimmy.
Comment: Jimmy describes how he became an

angry young man and his experience of love, betrayal
and death. He spoke about it after Alison decides to
leave him. He compares his life with her life by saying
that ‘I know more about – love … betrayal … and death,
when I was 10 years old than you probably know all
your life.’

(c) I will show you a book, where Moses and
his sister,
And Solomon have written of the art;
Ay, and a treatise penon’d by Adam.

Ans. Ans. Reference: These lines are taken from
Ben Jonson’s “The Alchemist”.

Context: According to the alchemists, Adam and
the other patriarchs had possession of the philosopher’s
stone. Sir Epicure Mammon continued, “Just by taking,
once a week, on a knife’s point, the quantity of a grain
of mustard of the philosopher’s stone, they became as
magnificent as Mars, God of war, and like Mars, they
begot young Cupids.” Cupid was the result of an
adulterous affair between Mars and Venus. In classical
antiquity, vestal virgins would tend the fire of a temple.
The “decayed vestals of Pict Hatch” are shagged-out
prostitutes who tend the fire of syphilis and keep it alive.
Syphilis causes a burning sensation during urination.
Some people believed that Adam, the first man, was
also the first alchemist. Some people mistakenly
conflated Miriam, the sister of the Biblical Moses, with
Mary the Jewess, an alchemist who lived in the third
century C.E. Some people thought that the Song of
Solomon was a coded alchemical text.

(d) The children of perdition are, off-times
made instruments even of the greatest
works,
Beside, we should give somewhat to man’s
nature.
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The place he lives in, still about the fire.
And fumes of metals intoxicate the brain
of man, and make him prone to passion.

Ans. Context: These lines are taken from The
Alchemist is mostly written in unrhymed iambic
pentameter. Hey, Will Shakespeare wasn’t the only
playwright getting his blank verse on in the 16th and
17th centuries.

Explanation: Since the lines don’t rhyme, we
called it (boringly enough) unrhymed iambic
pentameter. The thing to remember is that iambic
pentameter is pretty versatile. So, even though the
characters pretty much all use the same meter in this
play, Jonson’s able to make them all sound like
individuals with their own speech style. That’s a pretty
big deal because his characters are from all different
walks of life and have their own ways of expressing
themselves. So, you probably noticed there’s no real
“alchemist” in this play. Subtle tries to perpetrate like
he can change base metals into gold but we all know
he can’t…which is why his scams eventually blow up

in his face.
(e) If we shadows have offended

Think but this, and all is mended,
that you have but slumbered here
while these visions did appear,
And this weak and idle theme,
No more yielding but a dream,
Gentles, do not reprehend;
If you pardon, we will mend.

Ans. Context: These lines are taken from A
Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare.
These lines are quoted by Robin.

Explanation: If we actors have offended you, just
think of it this way and everything will be all right–
you were asleep when you saw these visions, and this
silly and pathetic story was no more real than a dream.
Ladies and gentlemen, don’t get upset with me. If you
forgive us, we’ll make everything all right. I’m an
honest Puck, and I swear that if we’re lucky enough
not to get hissed at, we’ll make it up to you soon. If
not, then I’m a liar. So good night to everyone. Give
me some applause, if we’re friends, and Robin will
make everything up to you.

Q. 2. Briing out the salient features of revenge
tragedy in Elizabethan England?

Ans. Elizabethan tragedies are highly influenced
by Greek drama and Aristotle’s notion of tragedy. Most
of the tragedies written during Elizabethan period are
revenge and ambition tragedies. For instance,

Shakespeare’s Othello, Hamlet, King Lear and Macbeth
are the dark tragedies showing revenge and ambition.
However, there is an exception to this in the form of a
romantic tragedy such as Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet. The main features of Elizabethan tragedy are given
below:

Tragic/Fatal Flaw: A tragic flaw is a personality
trait that leads to the downfall of the protagonist. It can
also be a wrong action performed by the protagonist
that results in his own ruin. It is the most important
element in the Elizabethan tragedy and almost every
hero/heroine of a Shakespearean tragedy possesses a
tragic flaw. Examples of tragic flaw in Shakespearean
tragedy are: Macbeth’s obsession with power, Othello’s
jealousy and Hamlet’s indecisiveness.

Supernatural Elements: Use of supernatural
elements is a common characteristic of the Elizabethan
tragedy. Supernatural powers contribute to the fate of
the protagonist. However, they are not solely responsible
for the downfall of the hero, it still lies in the deeds/
actions of the hero. Usually, these actions are the outcome
of the protagonist’s over-ambitious nature as in Macbeth
where he wants to become the king or the feeling of
revenge. Besides, they are not illusions in the mind of
the hero because they contribute to the action of the play
with their presence in more than one or two scenes.

Internal and External Conflict: Elizabethan
tragedy has both Internal and External Conflict. The
external conflict, as we can easily make out, is the
conflict between two people, the tragic hero and another
main character of the story. It can also be the conflict
between two parties one which is led by the tragic hero.
The result of the external conflict is always in favour of
the other party as it is the good party. When talking about
the inward struggle of the hero, the conflict represents
the struggle of thoughts in his mind. The result of this
struggle, many a time is that the hero goes insane (as in
King Lear, the king becomes mentally ill). The inward
struggle also includes the action of spiritual forces which
work against the hero.

Fate/Fortune: As the tragic hero/heroine is of high
estate and is a public figure, his/her downfall produces
a contrast which affects not only his/her personal life,
but the fate and welfare of the entire nation or the empire.
It reflects the powerlessness of human beings and the
omnipotence of fate that a personal story of a peasant or
a worker cannot produce. The adverse effects of fate on
the empire are evident in Macbeth, when Duncan’s sons
Malcolm and Macduff are planning to defeat Macbeth
and at the same time trying to support the collapsing
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